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Residents will soon receive contested State tax bills  
 
This month more than 62,000 San Bernardino County homeowners will receive a bill from the 

State of California demanding a $150 Fire Protection “Fee”. The San Bernardino County Board of 
Supervisors aggressively opposed the State’s imposition of this “fee”, which in the County’s opinion is 
not a fee but a legally questionable tax that will provide no additional benefit to those who pay it. 

 
“This so-called fee is nothing but a gimmick to plug holes in the State's chronically deficit-ridden 

budget, and the residents who are being forced to pay it are receiving no additional benefits or services 
in return,” said Supervisor Janice Rutherford. 
 

The State created the tax last year and imposed it on “state responsibility areas”, defined as 
areas where the State is primarily responsible for fire services. In San Bernardino County, these areas 
include virtually all of the county’s mountain communities. A detailed map of the areas subject to the 
tax can be found at http://firepreventionfee.org/sraviewer.php. 

 
“This tax is arguably the most blatant and transparent theft from taxpayers I have ever 

witnessed,” said Supervisor Neil Derry, one of the leading opponents of the tax. “Most of our residents 
subject to this tax will not benefit one iota because this money is actually going to fund the state 
budget deficit.” 

 
In opposing this tax, the San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors pointed out that property 

owners in these areas already pay an assessment for fire protection and prevention services, making 
the new State tax “double taxation” without any additional benefit. The situation will “create long-term 
fiscal uncertainty as well as the disruption of mutual aid between local, state and federal agencies” 
during times of emergency, the Board said. 
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"This is one of the most egregious examples of the majority party in Sacramento balancing its 
out-of-control state budget on the backs of our overtaxed residents,” said San Bernardino County 
Board of Supervisors Vice Chairman Brad Mitzelfelt. “I support every effort to challenge and fight this 
clearly illegal tax, especially since it provides no additional benefit to the safety of those paying it.” 

 
The Board of Supervisors authorized County attorneys to explore the possibility of legal action 

against the state to protect residents against the tax.  
 
Prior to receiving the bill from the State, those who will be charged should also receive a pre-

billing notice and an informational brochure from the state. A draft can be viewed at 
http://www.boe.ca.gov/meetings/pdf/072412_P4_4_Fire_Prevention_Fee_Program.pdf. The brochure 
advises taxpayers that they will have 30 days to either pay the tax or protest the amount of the bill in 
writing. Questions are referred to a toll-free phone number, 888-310-6447, or 
www.firepreventionfee.org. 

 
State Board of Equalization member George Runner has established a website with additional 

information about the tax and how taxpayers can appeal: http://www.calfirefee.com/. 
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Thanksgiving Baskets needed 
for Foothill Family Shelter 

  
Last year we distributed 277 baskets.... 

help us reach even more families this year!! 
  

~ Please provide a meal for a deserving family ~ 
~ Please place all contents in a box or basket ~ 

~ Please contact us and let us know you want to contribute ~ 
~ All baskets need to be delivered to our office on or before Wednesday, 

November 14th ~ 
  
 

Shopping List 
  

1 $10.00 grocery card to purchase a turkey (Stater Bros., 
Albertsons, or Vons 

1 box of stuffing 
1 can of cranberry sauce 
1 box of potatoes 
1 can of candied yams 
1 can of French style green beans 
1 can of mushroom soup 
1 can of fried onions 
1 can of corn 
1 can of turkey gravy 
1 oven roasting pan 
1 oven roasting bag (turkey size) 
  
 

Do you want to help, but may not have the time? Please 
consider donating just $40.00 for a Thanksgiving Basket. 

  
For more information, please contact Shauna or Megan. 

  
shauna@foothillfamilyshelter.org 
megan@foothillfamilyshelter.org 

909.920.0453 
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 $3.39 Million in Grants for Boating Facilities Approved!
Projects Will Improve Boating Facilities in San Bernardino and Ventura Counties!

 !
SACRAMENTO, Calif. - The California Boating and Waterways Commission 
(Commission) today approved $3.39 million in grants for upgrades to boat launching 
facilities in Ventura and San Bernardino counties.!
 !
The projects and their improvements include:!
 !
Moabi Regional Park Boat Launching Facility – San Bernardino County!
The Commission approved an $840,000 grant to San Bernardino County for parking lot 
and exit lane improvements, restroom replacement, a boat wash down area, related 
utilities, and incidental landscaping at the Moabi Regional Park Boat Launching Facility.!
 !
Ventura Harbor Boat Launching Facility – Ventura County!
The Commission approved a $2,550,000 grant to the Ventura Port District to replace the 
nearly 50-year-old six-lane concrete boat launch ramp, reconfigure boarding floats, and 
provide slope protection at the Ventura Harbor Boat Launching Facility.!
 !

--30—!
 !

Grant and loan applications are submitted to the Department of Boating and Waterways and 
funding for approved projects is derived from the taxes paid by boaters on the purchase of vessel 

gasoline and the repayment of principal and interest on department-made loans.!
 !

The department provides grants to a county, city, district or other public agency for the 
construction of small craft boating launching facilities and loans to local agencies for the 
construction of small craft harbors. These grants and loans require the consent of the Boating and 
Waterways Commission.!
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
     CONTACT: Heather Bolton   

        Animal Care and Services Department 
 

      PHONE: (909) 466-PETS (7387), extension 2077 
 

      FAX:    (909) 919-2698 
 

Rancho Cucamonga Animal Care & Adoption Center’s  
Furry Friends Festival Success Story and Operation Cat Nip 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
October 9, 2012 
 
Rancho Cucamonga, California - The Rancho Cucamonga Animal Care & Adoption Center hosted its 

3rd Annual Furry Friends Festival and Pet Walk-A-Thon on Saturday, October 6, 2012 with great 

success.  This event proved to be the Center’s biggest and best yet with 148 participants in the Pet Walk-

A-Thon, a delicious pancake breakfast hosted by our Rancho Cucamonga Fire Department, over 40 

amazing vendors, 3 exciting entertainment acts (Frisbee Dogs, Xtreme Gymnastics, and Belly Dancers), 

and 14 dogs found new homes.  Best of all, your fundraising efforts and donations helped us raise 

$23,917.   

 

The Rancho Cucamonga Animal Care and Adoption Center would like to thank all of our sponsors, 

vendors, fundraisers, donors, and Pet Walk-A-Thon participants for helping us exceed our fundraising 

goal of $20,000.  Proceeds from this event will benefit the Animal Center’s life-saving community 

programs such as spay and neuter, foster care, and medical rehabilitation.  

 

The first of many community programs to benefit from the proceeds of this event is Operation Cat Nip.  

The Animal Center has partnered with local veterinary clinics to offer FREE Spays and Neuters for the 

outdoor/free-roaming cats of Rancho Cucamonga residents on Tuesday, October 16, 2012.  That’s right; 

there is no charge for the surgery, but you do have to make an appointment before October 16th.   

 

-More- 



 

Rancho Cucamonga residents should contact (909) 466-7387 extension 2084 to schedule their 

appointments. 

 

For More Information – For additional information about the Furry Friends Festival and Pet Walk-A-

Thon, contact Heather Bolton at heather.bolton@cityofrc.us.  For information about the Rancho 

Cucamonga Animal Care and Adoption Center, please visit www.RCPets.info, call (909) 466-7387, or 

visit the Center at 11780 Arrow Route, Rancho Cucamonga.  The Center is open Monday – Friday, 1:00 

p.m. – 7:00 p.m. and Saturday – Sunday, 12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.   

!
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Media Contacts: 
Sandy Harmsen, Workforce Investment Board 

909.387.9862 
 

Jessica McLeish 
909.659.6844 

 
 

San Bernardino County Workforce Investment Board Executive Director  
Sandy Harmsen Appointed to Chair California Workforce Association 

 
San Bernardino, CA (September 6, 2012) – The San Bernardino County Workforce Investment 
Board announced that Executive Director Sandy Harmsen was appointed to Chair of the 
California Workforce Association's Executive Committee. The committee facilitates the 
direction and management of the Association.  
 
The California Workforce Association is a nonprofit membership organization that develops 
public policy strategies and builds local capacity to address critical workforce issues across 
California. It represents Workforce Investment Boards that are responsible for developing 
locally-based workforce strategies and solutions through a network of One-Stop Career 
Centers and other workforce partners. 
 
"Sandy has led the San Bernardino County Workforce Investment Board to national prominence 
and we are thrilled to have her leadership aboard CWA," said Barbara Halsey, Executive 
Director of the California Workforce Association. "Sandy cares deeply about her work and feels 
a personal connection to the workforce and employers that need support during this time of 
recovery." 
 
Harmsen was appointed to Director of the San Bernardino County Department of Workforce 
Development in January 2008. She oversees 130 employees and the operation of the county’s 
three Employment Resource Centers. Services available at these centers are offered under the 
Department of Labor’s Workforce Investment Act and are administered by the County’s 
Workforce Investment Board.  
 
"Sandy’s 15 years of proven experience with San Bernardino County has earned her statewide 
recognition," said Josie Gonzales, Chair of the Board of Supervisors. "Under her outstanding 
leadership, the County's Workforce Investment Board has partnered with community 
organizations, businesses and educators to strengthen our workforce and help put people back to 
work." 
 
Employers and job seekers who are interested in the San Bernardino County Workforce 
Investment Board programs may call: (800) 451-JOBS or visit www.csb-win.org.  
 
About the Workforce Investment Board of San Bernardino County 
The Workforce Investment Board of San Bernardino County (WIB) is comprised of private 
business representatives and public partners appointed by the County of San Bernardino Board 
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of Supervisors.  The WIB strives to strengthen the skills of the County’s workforce through 
partnerships with business, education and community-based organizations. The County of San 
Bernardino Board of Supervisors is committed to providing county resources, which generate 
jobs and investment. 
 
The WIB, through the County of San Bernardino’s Economic Development Agency and 
Workforce Development Department, operates the County of San Bernardino’s Employment 
Resource Centers (ERCs) and Business Resource Centers (BRCs). The ERCs provide individuals 
with job training, placement and the tools to strengthen their skills to achieve a higher quality of 
life. The BRCs support and provide services to the County’s businesses including employee 
recruitment.  
 
Employers and job seekers who are interested in the Workforce Investment Board programs may 
call: (800) 451-JOBS or visit www.csb-win.org. Also follow us on: Facebook 
www.facebook.com/SBCountyWIB; Twitter @InlandEmpireJob; and YouTube 
!""#$%%&&&'()*"*+,'-).%/01)*2"(340' 
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